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Current Context: EO and LBS


The Literacy and Basic Skills (LBS) Program is a key component of
the suite of Employment Ontario (EO) programs that support
Ontarians to access and gain attachments to the labour market.



LBS also supports Ontarians seeking to either complete high school,
gain greater independence, access an apprenticeship program, or
transition to other postsecondary education opportunities.



The Ontario government is committed to ensure greater access to its
employment and training programs for all Ontarians and to measure
its continuous improvement.



A consistent and comprehensive approach to assessment is key to
ensure clients receive access to services that they need, when they
need them, without duplication.



For the first time, Ontario has common criteria against which learning
in the context of Literacy and Basic Skills can be articulated.
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Ontario Adult Literacy Curriculum Framework


The LBS assessment process is now supported by the new Ontario
Adult Literacy Curriculum Framework (OALCF). It is the cornerstone
of the LBS Program, helping adults to achieve their goals of
employment, apprenticeship, secondary school credit,
postsecondary education, and independence.



This framework focuses learners along clear goal paths for more
measurable, focused outcomes.



The OALCF provides common criteria against which learning can be
articulated. The Framework includes competencies that organize the
learning that takes place in LBS programs. The competencies
encompass the knowledge, skills and behaviours that learners need
to achieve their specific goals.



As with the development of the OALCF, keeping it current and
meaningful is a shared responsibility between the service sector and
government.
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PIAAC


A new literacy survey, PIAAC (Programme for the
International Assessment of Adult Competencies) will have a
significant impact on literacy programs and services.



PIAAC is an OECD initiative to assess the skills and
competences of adults aged 16 to 65 across 26 countries.



PIAAC is a new survey that will:
 Assess literacy and numeracy skills and the ability to solve
problems in a technology-rich environment;
 Focus on the key cognitive and workplace skills required
for successful participation in the economy and society;
and
 Examine the demographic, economic, social and health
correlations to literacy skills.



PIAAC builds on previous international adult surveys carried
out between 1994 and 1998 and 2003 and 2006.
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Elements of PIAAC Assessment
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PIAAC in Canada


Council of Ministers of Education, Canada (CMEC) and Human
Resources and Skills Development, Canada are leading PIAAC in
Canada



Statistics Canada is responsible for administering the survey



PIAAC project partners also include:


All provinces and territories



Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency



Citizenship and Immigration Canada



Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada



Public Health Agency of Canada
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PIAAC in Canada: Current Status


Data collection is complete:


Canada has the largest sample of all participating countries
(approximately 27,000 respondents)



Data includes general population estimates at the national level
in English and French and for each province and territory



In addition, over sampling was completed for:


Recent immigrants



Aboriginal populations





Official-language populations living in minority settings – in
our case, Franco-Ontarians
Youth (16-24)
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PIAAC in Ontario


The Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities is leading
PIAAC participation in Ontario, along with key partner ministries
(including Education and Citizenship and Immigration)



MTCU invested approx. $2.8 million to survey the Ontario adult
population, including oversampling for target populations:





Urban Aboriginals



Recent immigrants



Franco-Ontarians

In Ontario, over 5,300 respondents were surveyed


Including approximately 650 respondents targeted from official
language populations living in minority settings
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What will PIAAC tell us?




Trend information on the literacy and numeracy skills of Canadian
and Ontario adults.
Benchmarking of Canada’s performance against 26 other
countries.



Data on non-cognitive skills and the mix of skills used by workers
in their jobs.



Direct assessment data on problem-solving skills used in a
technology-rich environment.



More data / information on the abilities of those with low levels of
literacy and socio-demographic links.



Detailed analysis of sub-populations, including for Ontario’s
Francophone population.
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Timelines and Deliverables
Oct 2013




2014-15

Pan-Canadian OECD report on PIAAC
Provinces and territories receive their data from
Statistics Canada

Release of six pan-Canadian thematic reports:
1. Aboriginal populations
2. Recent immigrants
3. Health and social outcomes
4. Labour market outcomes
5. Education and skills
6. Official language minority populations
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Looking Ahead…


Until PIAAC data is released, it is not clear what the PIAAC results
will show for Ontario, what story the data will tell, and what the
implications will be for services and programs.



MTCU will be developing a plan regarding the implications of the
PIAAC data for Ontario in consultation with key ministries and
stakeholders.



The analysis of the PIAAC data will provide a clear picture of the
literacy, numeracy and workplace skills of Ontario’s adult
population in the context of today’s ICT rich environment.



MTCU will continue to engage with key sector and government
partners as we move forward on the PIAAC project.
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